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U.S.-Mexico Bilateral Forum on Higher Education, Innovation, 

and Research Working Group Discusses Potential of 

Cooperation on Higher Education in Border Region  

 
Mexico City, March 6, 2014 – On March 5 and 6, over 90 U.S. and Mexican 

government, private sector, civil society and higher education representatives 
met at the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) to discuss the potential of the 

border region for binational higher education cooperation and exchanges.  The 
working group discussed ways to build cooperation among academic institutions, 

develop research partnerships, and boost student mobility while strengthening 
education and economic development in the region. 

 
The U.S.-Mexico Bilateral Forum on Higher Education, Innovation, and Research 

(FOBESII) was announced by President Obama and President Peña Nieto in May 
2013 to develop a shared vision on educational cooperation and establish short 

and medium term initiatives that promote bilateral cooperation and policy 

coordination. 
  

UTEP Chair Diana Natalicio; Undersecretary of Foreign Relations for North 
American Affairs, Dr. Sergio M. Alcocer; and Director of the Office of Mexican 

Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, Kevin O’Reilly inaugurated the meeting.  
 

In her opening remarks, Natalicio said: "Today’s conversations and the 
participants create a context for exploring the border region’s role in 

strengthening our bilateral ties. This is a moment anchored in our mutual 
understanding that education is key to our individual and collective prosperity 

and quality of life. Together, we will expand opportunities for the advancement of 
future generations through knowledge, ideas and understanding in what Mexico’s 

President Peña Nieto has called a ‘climate of dialogue.’” 
  

Undersecretary Alcocer stressed that “collaboration between our two countries 

has allowed us to build and empower the border as a competitive, dynamic, 
secure and modern region. The efforts and achievements in educational 

cooperation will strengthen cross-border networks for the development of a 
workforce that will advance the development of both human capital and skills.”  

 
In his remarks, Director O’Reilly noted that “higher education cooperation 

between Mexico and the United States is broader than just students crossing 
borders; it is research partnerships and the development of a complementary 

highly-skilled workforce.” 
  

Hosted by the University of Texas at El Paso, the meeting included U.S. 
representatives from the Department of State, university and community college 
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administrators from Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California, as well as private 

sector representatives. Mexican participants included representatives from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, higher education institutions from Tamaulipas, 

Chihuahua, Nuevo Leon, Coahuila, Sonora, and Baja California, as well as private 
sector representatives.  Binational representatives of the U.S.-Mexico 

Commission for Educational and Cultural Exchange (COMEXUS) and the U.S.-
Mexico Foundation for Science (FUMEC) also attended. 

  
This meeting follows the U.S.-Mexico Forum’s working group meeting on 

addressing workforce development needs through greater higher education 
collaboration which took place February 27 at the Northern Virginia Community 

College (NOVA).  Subsequent working groups will focus on research and 
innovation, English and Spanish language, and student and scholar exchange in 

both countries previous to the official launching of FOBESII in the coming 
months.  

  
*  *  *  *  * 
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