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Good Samaritans help raise 

$13k for cyclist who was shot 

with shotgun 
By Ali Linan - American-Statesman Staff 

 

 

Updated: 6:42 p.m. Thursday, June 29, 2017 | Posted: 6:41 p.m. Thursday, June 29, 2017 

A man who was shot in the face with a shotgun while on his bicycle earlier this month 

received Thursday more than $13,000 that three Good Samaritans raised to help him 

pay for his medical expenses. 

http://www.statesman.com/news/breaking-news/breaking-man-accused-firing-shotgun-cyclist-southeast-austin/RNfjHA3REQtcnk9Va1aK6M/


 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Alonso Solis Mata, 42, received the money from Anne and Rich Barger and Sasha 

Knight, who spearheaded the GoFundMe campaign, at a ceremony held at the 

Consulate General of Mexico. 

On June 7, Mata, a Mexican national, was riding his bike when he was shot by 19-year-

old Merrick David Isaacks, who was firing a shotgun from a car into the air to “blow off 

some steam,” according to a police affidavit. Medics responding to a call at 11:52 p.m. 

on the 6300 block of East Riverside Drive found Mata unconscious and took him to a 

nearby hospital. 

Two days later, Mata said he woke up in the hospital, not sure of where he was or what 

had happened to him, with pieces of shotgun pellets embedded into the left side of his 

face and his left shoulder. Mata has since been released from the hospital and has 

undergone one surgery, he said. A second surgery is still pending as well as therapy for 

his arm, Mata said. 

Upon hearing Mata’s story, the Bargers, who are both U.S. citizens and moved to Austin 

a month ago, decided to start a fundraising campaign to help Mata with his medical bills. 

They teamed up with Knight, who played a role in getting the funding into Alonso’s 

hands. 

“This was a great opportunity to show love for someone who needed help when they 

needed it,” Rich Barger said. “We simply set up a GoFundMe page and let everybody 

else do their thing.” 

“It is great to see everyone come together for Alonso and help him out,” Barger added. 

The GoFundMe page remains open and will continue to be as long as the community 

continues to donate, the Bargers said. 

“This a very special occasion in which we get together to recognize the compassion, the 

charity, the good charactered people who helped one of our nationals,” Carlos Gonzalez 

Gutierrez, Mexico’s consul general in Austin said. “(These are) people who in the face 

of tragedy have shown solidarity to another human being regardless of ethnic or 

national origin.” 

 


