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Consulado General de México en Phoenix 
Phoenix, Arizona, October 2019 

 
Artistic residence of Óscar Becerra Mora and Rubén Miguel Castillo Navarrete  

at the Mesa Arts Center 
 
While critically ill, strange visions were revealed in dreams to Mexican artisan Pedro 
Linares. Due to the disease, Linares dreamed of unrecognizable creatures, each of 
them composed by different parts of known animals. When he finally regained 
consciousness and health, Don Pedro sculpted in papier-mâché and painted in 
bright colors the main characters of his dreams –donkeys with wings, roosters with 
the body of frog and bull horns – and named them “alebrijes”. The pieces were a big 
success in Mexico and the world.  
 

Decades later, alebrijes are a very important part of the cultural identity of the 
Mexican people. These fantastic animals are a symbol of the colorfulness, creativity 
and the complex worldview of the people of Mexico. The art of cartonería or -mâché 
is an artistic expression that makes Mexicans proud. Full with color, alebrijes carry a 
message of friendship from Mexico to the world. 
 

As a part of Mexico's cultural program in Phoenix and within the framework of the 
Day of the Dead activities, the Consulate General of Mexico in Phoenix and the Mesa 
Arts Center welcome cartoneros Óscar Becerra and Rubén Castillo “Mica ” to 
Greater Phoenix. Both artists will hold an artistic residence from October 14 to 27 in 
the city of Mesa, Arizona, where they will create a monumental alebrije, with the 
help of a volunteer audience interested in participating. This fantastic creature will 
have a height of 8-10 feet and will feature elements and symbols both from the 
native cultures of Mexico and Arizona. 
 

The monumental alebrije will be making its inaugural appearance during the free 
Día de Muertos Festival at the Mesa Arts Center, which will take place on October 
26-27, 2019. Attendees will be able to admire this outstanding work of art. Along with 
this, they will be able to participate in one of the cartonería workshops in order to 
make their own piece. These workshops are open to children and adults. Once the 
Festival is over, the monumental alebrije will be part of the final heritage of the Mesa 
Arts Center, for the enjoyment of the community that visits its facilities. 
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As part of the artistic residency, artisans Óscar Becerra and Rubén Castillo “Mica” 
will present a talk about the art of cartonería in the Carlos Fuentes Hall of the 
Consulate General of Mexico (320 E. McDowell Rd. Suite 300, Phoenix, AZ 85004) on 
October 21 from 6 to 8 pm. This conference is open to all public.  
 
For further inquiries and interviews, we invite the press to send your requests to 
prensapho@sre.gob.mx  and mrodrigueze@sre.gob.mx (Consulate General of 
Mexico in Phoenix) or casey.blake@mesaartscenter.com (Mesa Arts Center). 
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